4                            A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

seers, or prophets, or magi, made an employment
of it, that it was their business to tell men of their
lost goods, direct them in their way, foretell of their
health, and the like; and that they made a liveli-
hood or trade of it; therefore when Saul's servant
proposed to him to go to the seer, Saul made a dif-
ficulty of it because he had nothing to give him;
as if he should have said, I have no money in my
pocket, and not a loaf of bread to give the cunning
man or seer, and how should I expect that he
should give me any account of my cattle for
nothing ? Then when the servant told him he had
a fourth part of a shekel of silver in his purse,
(which, by the way, was not above seven-pence half-
penny, or thereabouts,) Saul was mighty glad, re-
solving to give the low-prized magician or prophet
that vast fee, to tell him what was become of his
father's asses.

It seems the lawyers' fees were not so high In
those days as they have been since; for if he had
not had that piece of silver, perhaps about as big as
an English groat, I say, if he had not had that, a
couple of half-penny barley loaves it seems would have
been as good, and have done as well; those loaves
being not usually bigger than our half-penny, or at
best than our penny wheaten brown bread loaves
are now.

Again; you find when Ben-hadad king of Damascus
sent to Elisha the prophet to know if he should live
or die, he sent the prophet a present, forty camels
loaden with all the good things of Damascus,
2 Kings viii. 9. A large fee! But it is to be sup-
posed, the gift sent was not suited to the prophet
so much as to the sender; he gave as a king; but
still we find the seers were supposed to make the
gain their business.

That it was the same thing with the magi, be-
fore that, we have no reason to doubt, though we